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because you have the chairman and the
ranking member, that somehow you
have the moral authority here—I dis-
agree. 1 disagree because we have 66
Members on this bill and another 5 or
6 who would vote for this. So that is
about 70 Members who have stated
they want to do this bright line.

I have been very forthright with
every Senator whom I have spoken to
about why this bill is written the way
it is. We don’t want to marginalize
women. We don’t want them to be per-
ceived as getting special treatment. We
just want to professionalize the whole
system.

I can tell you, when we talk to com-
manders who are fighting wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan and they have to do
the analysis of a highly complex crime,
it distracts them from the work of
training troops and winning wars. So
why not give these hard issues, just the
felonies, to the smartest military pros-
ecutor we can find?

Why not fix the system for all plain-
tiffs and all defendants? Why just draw
out just one set of plaintiffs and one
set of defendants?

I know this will not undermine good
order and discipline because Secretary
Austin said, taking out sexual assault-
related crimes does not undermine
good order and discipline; it does not
undermine command and control.
When asking the Chairwoman of this
Commission whether taking out seri-
ous crimes would undermine command
and control, she said absolutely not. So
I believe this is the right answer. I
have believed it was the right answer
for 8 years.

Every year, I have asked my col-
leagues to look at the bill, study the
bill, give me questions on the bill.
When colleagues have wanted to shave
off crimes because they thought they
didn’t rise to the level of a serious
crime, like a bar fight, we have taken
it out. We took out all military crimes
because the commander has a unique
understanding of those crimes. We have
worked so hard for 8 years to do this
one solution, and to imply that it is all
new or it is only about this one set of
data is so inappropriate and wrong.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAs-
SAN). The Senator from Alaska.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
just want to again compliment my col-
league from New York, who has worked
this issue hard. It is an emotional
issue. I think we all have good inten-
tions on this issue. We all want to get
to the right answer for men and women
in the military as it relates to these
crimes and still have a force. As she
said, it is the best military fighting
force in the world.

I think we are going to have a good
debate on this tomorrow, and I am cer-
tainly committed to continuing to
work with Senator GILLIBRAND on
these issues as they relate to the mili-
tary and as they relate to the civilian
world. They are enormously important,
and I take them very seriously.
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Again, I want to applaud her for her
passion, her focus, her commitment.
We wouldn’t be this far in this debate
at all if it weren’t for her, and I have a
lot of respect for that.

I yield the floor.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I just want to thank the Senator
and my colleague for his tireless work
on this issue, and I do stand ready to
work with him because I know how
much he cares about the issue. He has
led great reforms in his State of Alas-
ka, and I believe, if his voice were lent
to this issue, it would be unanimous.

So I thank the Presiding Officer, and
I thank my colleague from Alaska.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF OKLAHOMA SOONERS
SOFTBALL TEAM ON WINNING
THE 2021 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION WOM-
EN’S COLLEGE WORLD SERIES

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and that the Senate
now proceed to S. Res. 291.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 291) congratulating
the University of Oklahoma Sooners softball
team on winning the 2021 National Collegiate
Athletic Association Women’s College World
Series.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 24, 2021,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

291) was

————
CONGRATULATING THE MIS-
SISSIPPI STATE  UNIVERSITY

BASEBALL TEAM ON WINNING
THE 2021 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION DIVI-

SION I BASEBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 307, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 307) congratulating
the Mississippi State University baseball
team on winning the 2021 National Collegiate
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Athletic Association Division I baseball
championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE HUTCHINSON COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE BLUE DRAG-
ONS FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2021 NATIONAL JUNIOR
COLLEGE ATHLETIC ASSOCIA-

307) was

TION FOOTBALL NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 308, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 308) commending and
congratulating the Hutchinson Community
College Blue Dragons football team for win-
ning the 2021 National Junior College Ath-
letic Association football National Cham-
pionship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
21, 2021

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it adjourn until 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, July 21; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Jenkins nomina-
tion; further, that at 11:30 a.m., the

308) was
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